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Andrew Gryf Paterson 
(he/they) 


Laajalahti expeditions [open data collective model] 
Laajalahden tutkimusretket [avoin tieto kollektiivi malli] 


Summary 


‘Laajalahden tutkimusretket / Laajalahti expeditions’ process aims to develop over 1-year a ‘data collective’ 
model for participatory art+science environment awareness tours on foot on land, and by kayak on sea, in the 
Laajalahti sea-bay area of West Helsinki. 


The model will aim to assist others to get to know collectively their own local ecosystem environment, where 
the human meets the non-human members of the community. From the human side, it involves engaging with 
local neighbourhood residents, youth workers, nature science researchers, university students of creative 
sustainability, art, design and other related disciplines. Personal data is most often considered a human issue, 
rarely a non-human concern. The ambition of these locally-specific tours would be to develop a sensitivity to the 
concept that non-human beings, such as birds, plants, fungi, insects, microbes, on land, sea and in air, produce 
and interpret data too; just for different reasons, purposes and uses. How can we turn around environmental data 
value to be one shared and owned in common with and for all locals inhabitants? 


It is a multi-species community census project for all who produce eco-facts, community data, and bio-signals. 
This developmental project combines over 2 decades of a participatory cultural-organising & facilitation 
method, with an ambition to contribute to local awareness and sensing, ongoing art+science citizenship, 
environmental education, and open / personal data activism from a multi-species perspective. 


Search 


Smarr 3 
© OpenStreetMap controutors # iiske a Donalion. Website and API terms 


1/10 


Paterson | Laajalahden expeditions [open data collective model] | 15.9.2023 


The year of development begins in January 2024 with 3 months of background research, using the spring 
months of April and May for training and capacity development by walking, and then focusing the summer 
months of June-August on the development and testing of kayaking tour design and storytelling on water. 
Evaluation, method abstraction, and open-source model development in the autumn months, so that it can be 
applied and developed elsewhere by others. 


Why Laajalahti sea-bay? 


Laajalahti is an intriguing almost enclosed body of water on the west Helsinki and east Espoo borderlands. It is 
surrounded by both nature conservation area, public swimming areas, private residential real-estate, and 
knowledge-production institutions, including most prominently Aalto University on it’s Otaniemi campus area. 


It is also the body of water on which shores I live now for 4 years, on the island of Tarvo (north-side of the bay), 
so I have both swam and kayaked on these waters, walked and cycled it’s shores, for enough time to feel like it 
is personal. It is my habitat. And I wish to get to know my human and non-human community more, and so have 
developed a socio-political ‘getting-to-know-you’ process. As it is a shallow bay with about maximum 8 metres 
depth, it is also subject to early eutrophication and the blossoming of cyano-bacteria algae-blooms. This has 
prompted me to address getting to know the waters and it’s surrounds even more in the most recent years as 
average water temperatures rise. 


The prime real-estate value of West Helsinki, the economical data; as well as the human cultural heritage of the 
area, with important private art museums on it’s shores at Tarvaspda and on Kuusisaari; All together with the 
commons-orientation of nature conservation, creates a fascinating case study of environmental data collection. 
Who might that data be gathered for, and who owns it? As asked in the synopsis summary above, can we do 
things differently? If we focus on gathering and observing our non-human neighbours, for example at Spring- 
time as Luonto-liitto encourages the general population of nature enthusiasts to do; or as natural scientists (or 
citizen scientists) who evaluate marine biodiversity or migrating bird populations do; who benefits? Extending 
the idea of the community and collective of data producers and gatherers to include non-humans, such as birds, 
raises for me a curiousity. Ecosystem valuation and evaluation is indeed something we have in common, so how 
about we walk, float, and organise this way ahead. 


Of course it is also not lost on the author that the body of water that is nearest also to Koneen Saati6’s heritage 
and knowledge-production sites is Laajalahti, but that is just a co-incidence. 


UUVI: “The shallow bay of Laajalahti, its reed beds and pastured meadows form one of the Greater Helsinki 
Region’s best places for bird watching. Laajalahti’s trails and observation towers are great as destinations for 
day outings. / Laajalahti always offers something to observe, and the area is particularly thrilling in the spring 
when flocks of thousands of migratory birds arrive in the bay to rest. Laajalahti is one of the best bird waters in 
southern Finland, and a significant wetland on a global scale too. The area’s two observation towers provide an 
uninterrupted view of the surrounding scenery. The trail between the two observation towers travels along 
duckboards past idyllic farmland. You should definitely take binoculars and a bird book with you on your hike.” 


https://uuvi.fi/en/area/laajalahti/ 


‘Lots to learn on the nature paths of Laajalahti Bay’ (17.11.2021): 
https://www.outinthenature.com/nature-paths-of-laajalahti-bay/ 
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What is a ‘data collective’? 


SITRA: “A data collective is a group of people or organisations which collect data together to be processed and 
analysed for some joint benefit. The aim is often to find new perspectives or solutions to problems which 
individual operators could not have found. 


Data collectives may focus on different topics, such as health, business or the environment. Data collectives 
may function, for example, as open networks in which the members share data and tools promoting co- 
operation. 


In other words, activities in which a community uses the data contributed by individuals as a resource and is 
concermed with a duty to the data subject can be considered a data collective. In some data collectives, the 
members may contribute their own personal data but that is not necessary.” 


https://www.sitra.fi/en/projects/data-collectives-as-tool-for-participation/#what-is-it-all-about 


Likely stakeholders in the process: 


The following are identified as example, and have not been approached yet related to this project, with 
exception of SITRA: 


Laajalahden luonnonsuojelualue: https://www.luontoon. fi/laajalahti 


Laajalahden ry: https://www.laajalahtiry. fi/ 


Munkkiniemen Nuorisotalo /HUM Studio: 


https://nuorten. hel. fi/nuorisotalot/munkkiniemen-nuorisotalo/ | 


https://nuorten. hel. fi/tekemista-ja-paikkoja/harrastuksia/musiikkitoiminta/hum/studiot/ 
hum_ munkkiniemi/ 


UUVI (Uudenmaan virtkistysalueyhdistys / Helsinki-Uusimaa Outdoors): https://uuvi.fi/ 
Luonto-liitto (Kevatseuranta): https://luontoliitto.fi/ | https://kevatseuranta.fi/ 


SYKE Research & development: https://www.syke.fi/en-US/Research development 


aia, MyData & their ‘data collectives’ idea competition 2023: 


Villa Elfvik luontotalo (Espoo nature centre): https://www.espoo.fi/fi/liikunta-ja-luonto/retkelle- 
luontoon/villa-elfvikin-luontotalo 


Green Key: https://greenkey.fi/en/green-activities/ 


Foundation for Environmental Education: https://www.fee.global/ 
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Identified partners, outsourced services & hosting venues (confirmed partnership): 


Kitchen Lab Tarvo, Ritokallionpolku 8, Laajalahdenrantalla, Helsinki. 
[Physical meeting host venue on northern edge of Laajalahti, project initiated by Paterson, 12.2022] 


Kitchen Lab Tarvo on tieteita ja taiteita yhdisteleva hackteria, johon kuuluu keitti6, kirjasto ja tapahtumatila 
Lansi-Helsingin ja Espoon rajamaalla, meren ja moottoritien valimaastossa Tarvon saarella. Keskeinen osa 
toimintaa on nettiradio, joka mahdollistaa kuulluksi tulemisen, aéneen lukemisen, keskustelun, yhteisen 
ruuanlaiton seka tieteen ja taiteen rajapinnassa liikkuvat kokeilut. // Kitchen Lab Tarvo is a new 
transdisciplinary process & Hackteria node that includes a kitchen, library and homely semi-public event-space 
in West Helsinki-Espoo borderlands; Surrounded by water and an expressway, on the island of Tarvo. Online 
radio is a core aspect of the project that aims to share voice, reading-aloud, conversation, cooking together, 
hybrid arts. 


http://www.kitchenlabtarvo.fi 


Kitchen Lab Tarvo is a co-founding member of Art Archipelago Helsinki, a network of independent art 
initiatives in Helsinki connected by the sea / Helsingin saariston itsendisten taidetoimijoiden verkosto 


http://artarchipelago.org 


Ridenjoy Wake Park oy, Ritokallionpolku 3, Laajalahdenrantalla, Helsinki. 
[Watersport equipment outsource services, who invited Paterson to consider organisation of kayaking tours in 
2021]. NB: Other nearby kayak clubs & associations will be approached additionally for partnership. 


https://ridenjoy. fi/ 


o2 Finland ry, Helsinki [website offline since 2008] 

[Associational partner in sustainability design, whereby Paterson is on hallitus since 2012. Most recent projects 
‘Green Drinks’ & ‘Green Maps’, circa 2013. The hope is to re-generate the associational community combining 
art, ecological and social sciences, sustainability design and activism during the year 2024] 


Tour guide advisors (outsourced services confirmed): 


Ataman Tours (Emek Ataman, city planning graduate), Helsinki. 

[Professional walking tour guide, focus on urban & architecture tours, previously made Laajalahti nature reserve 
tours. Provisionally confirmed consultant, and potential walking tours] 

https://www.atamantours.com/ 


Anu Hakkinen (freelance kayak tour guide with ‘melontaohjaaja’ certificate, 2023), Helsinki. 
More info about qualification: https://melontajasoutuliitto. fi/koulutus/melonnan-koulutus-2/ohjaajakoulutus/ 


Eeva Berglund (adjuct Professor of Environmental Policy, Aalto University ARTS), Helsinki. 
https://www.aalto.fi/en/people/eeva-berglund 
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Streaming & online radio/audio hosting (outsourcing confirmed) or syndication of media: 


{openradio}, Helsinki/Berlin, Finland/Germany. http://www.openradio.in 


[]-node, Mulhouse/Paris, France. http://p-node.org 


Internet Archive, San Francisco, USA. http://archive.org 
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Fig. 2: Author Andrew Paterson in inflatable kayak looking at Tarvo island, Laajalahti, 2022. 
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Detailed Schedule & Work plan 
1 year process from January - December 2024, based on part-time 75% active 


01-03.2024: Background research 


On artefacts & eco-facts (human & non-human production respectively). 

On biosignals (update of 2018-2019 knowledge). 

On open community data models towards concept of ‘data-collectives’ (as defined by Sitra.fi). 
On environmental data gathering methods (update of 2012 knowledge). 


03. or 04.2024: Open radio workshop led by {openradio} 


Hosting at Kitchen Lab Tarvo an open radio workshop which identifies and explores water- 
proof mobile radio broadcasting. 

Introduction to online radio streaming (Paterson has been a collaborator with {openradio} since 
2021. This will be one of the main methods of broadcasting and publicising the project. 


04-05.2024: Research and walking tours 


Group walking around related local sites, artefacts and eco-facts in the Laajalahti area. 
Collaborative tour development process facilitated by Paterson with outsourced advising from 
Eeva Berglund (Aalto University) and Emek Ataman (Ataman Tours). 

Open call for participants from local resident or nature appreciation associations & social 
media groups (e.g. Munkkiniemi), Aalto University ARTS, local youth centres, with notices in 
e.g. Villa Elfvik, and other relevant nature conservation, information, or education groups. 
Online radio broadcasts from shoreline of Laajalahti. 


06-08.2024: Kayaking tours in Laajalahti 


6 Kayaking &/or SUP board tours will be arranged with specialised tour guide Anu Hakkinen. 
Collaborative tour development process facilitated by Paterson. 

These initial guided tours on water would be fully supported, with invited tour guides, guests 
participants & locals. Expressions of interest to take part. This group would be an extension of 
the first human data collective (from walking tours). 

Online radio broadcasts from water of Laajalahti. 


09-11.2024: Evaluation, abstraction, development 


Evaluation of facilitation and participatory method. 

Evaluation of expirimental online radio broadcasts on this topic. 
Consideration and meeting with stakeholders. 

Developing open-source model (how to make future guided tours). 


12.2024: Report 
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Fig. 3: Looking from Tarvo island towards Villa Elfvik, Laajalahti, 2020. 


Related experience & background motivations 


Early practitioner & convergence activist in open-source/commons- based cultural programming, open- 
knowledge and ‘MyData’, ecological art+science collaborations. 


Note: More information about these processes in attached application links also. 


2022: Arts & Cultural Heritage Futures 


Paterson's practice-led work over 12+ years, leads to 'Art(s) & Cultural Heritage Futures' (A&CHF) 
interconnecting roles in arts, curatorial work and activism with cultural heritage subjects, adapting to 
contemporary practices, networks and developing desirable possible futures. 


A&CHF brings together socially-engaged & ecological arts with process-based art+craft+science and heritage 
research useing performative and participatory methods that brings people together and tells stories. 

Focusing upon local cultural heritage, especially the different forms- tangible, intangible, natural -that makes up 
the inheritance of past cultures in our present- They believe facilitators, i.e. carers for connections between 
home, everyday life, the nature of economies and value, can be part of a heritage cycle which goes around 
valuing, caring, enjoying & understanding. 


View slides: https://archive.org/details/agryfp-2022-arts-cultural-heritage-futures 
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2019: BioSignals #6: Antye Greie aka AGF, poemproducer - Mixtape 


The mixtape by Antye Greie (AGF, poemproducer) is compiled and composed from audio materials recorded or 
curated during the BioSignals networked events and field-recordings, and archived on this same account: 
https://archive.org/details/@biosignals 


Commissioned by Pixelache producers Andrew Gryf Paterson and Mikko Lipidinen, the ambition of the new 

work by AGF as a mixtape is to hightlight the potential of making audio archives of both recordings of humans 
and non-human biosignals available with commons-orientated licenses, so that they can be creatively used and 
remixed to make new audio works that offer creativity, poetics and discursive insight in non-scientific formats. 


BioSignals project wass a series of site-specific events produced by Andrew Gryf Paterson that has explored the 
overlaps of sound art, narrations and nature-based data streams by human and non-human cultural producers 
involving Pixelache members and other invited guests, that began in Spring 2018. 


More info: https://www.pixelache.ac/projects/biosignals 


2016: Ecogeographic Cultural Production? 


Article introducing the issues of aligning ecology and sustainability in the cultural production of Pixelache 
Helsinki's Festival and network. It focuses upon what might be an ‘appropriate’ form of cultural networking, and 
argues for an ecogeographic approach in the future. The ecogeographic case example given is that of the Eastern 
Baltic Sea. It was written as a contribution to the 'What Drives Us?’ network and publishing project produced by 
HTMlles Festival and XX Studio (Montreal). 


Read article: https://archive.org/details/agryfp-2016-ecogeographic-cultural-production-pixelache 


2013: Proposals for Creative Art-Science, Gulf of Finland 


Proposals towards creative art-science and participatory and open environmental education in the Gulf of 
Finland / Baltic Sea Region. They were published on Pixelache Helsinki blog on 19.3.2013, following 
attendance at several organisational meetings in Helsinki and Tallinn in anticipation of Gulf of Finland 2014 
Year, led by SYKE. That year marked cooperation between Finland, Estonia & Russian NGOs, municipalities, 
with high-level governmental support. 


Read blog-post: https://archive.org/details/agryfp-2013-proposals-for-creative-art-science-gulf-of-finland/ 


2012: The Art of Gathering Environmental Data: Best Practice 


Seminar-workshop, organised as part of Pixelache’s Pixelversity 2012 programme in collaboration with Erich 
Berger (Finnish Bioart Society), University of Helsinki ThinkCorner, 05-17.6.2012, Helsinki, FI. 


More info: https://bioartsociety.fi/activities/the-art-of-gathering-environmental-data 
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2009: Taranaki Platform Ecologies — Pukekura Park 


This research process during the Solar Circuit Aotearoa New Zealand residency (26.01-08.02.2009), conducted 
by Andrew Paterson, responded to, and set out to nourish, the online platforms surrounding Puke Ariki museum 
& library, and in particular Pukekura Park, by exploring, documenting and bridging online/offline aspects of the 
former regional Taranaki wiki. Using the proposition that these platforms can be interpreted as ‘ecosystems’ — 
imagined by initiators to be sustainable, outgoing and ongoing developments — it makes conceptual connections 
with the natural and social ecologies in New Plymouth’s popular and historic public. 


See info: https://archive.org/details/agryfp-2009-taranaki-platform-ecologies-pukekura-park-full-weave 
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